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Have a Happy Christian Halloween!

I learned this week that
Halloween, according the
association of National

What better opportunity to give
and spend time with family than
this? Halloween it seems,
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retailers, is the second doesnOt have to be the
largest holiday in holiday that stands out
terms of spending - as OantiChristianO rather it

next to Christmas. It
was reported that the
average American
spends
approximately
$75 on things
such as decorations,
costumes and candy. As |
reflected on this it occurred to me
that maybe [ was missing
something hereEan opportunity
that is. Christmas we know is a
time for giving; we give one
another gifts, spend time with
family and otherwise just spread
good cheer. Lastyear | was
taking my youngest child trick or
treating and noticed several
families that turned the occasion
of giving candy into a
neighborhood get together. After
thinking back on that | realized
IOve been missing an opportunity
all along. Let’s face it folks,
Halloween is steeped in Christian
tradition as the prelude to the
celebration for All Saints Day.

could very well be a truly i
Christian holiday if we ‘ '\ ) 2
turn the gift giving and [ —
dressing up into a
way of spending
time with others
in Christ. It can be used
to build relationships such as
loving thy neighbor. We can
honor it even better by making
sure that the day after, All Saints
Day we attend Mass and ask
someone 1 go with us. So this
year I think we should all say
our prayers for the departed,
prepare to attend mass and go
out there and have some good
old Halloween fun by using it as
a way to get to know each other.
What do you say Holy Family,
are you ready to scare up some
truly Christian values on this
very secular holiday? Either
way, have a Happy Halloween!
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Saint of the Week: St Charles
Borromeo, Patron of Seminarians,
Catechists, Catechumens

Catholic Tidbits: The Jack
OOLantern and Halloween

Pastor® Corner

Sunday Readings: A look at the
" readings from this Sunday’s Mass.

Catholic Q&A:

Celebrating All of the Saints

There are two feasts back to back at thebeginning of
November that are extraordinarily important for all
Catholics. They are All Saints Day and All Souls Day. The
one [ wanted to talk about here is All Saints Day, not only
because it is a significant feast during our liturgical year
but a reminder that it is also one of the few Holy Days of
Obligation which means that we all need to make our way
to Mass on Tuesday. All Saints Day celebrates exactly
what the name implies, all of the Saints of the Roman

Catholic calendar. The feast goes by seveal names to
include the Solemnity of All Saints, All Hallows or
Hallowmas but we know is simply as All Saints. The
purpose of the day is simple; it is to honor those who have
attained the beatific vision. The day after All Saints
commemorates those faithful departed who may still be
working on attaining a state of grace. The holiday
becomes important for Catholics because we believe that
prayers for the dead ultimately help them in their ...

Continued on page 4E
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Weekly Focus on Catholic Prayer

A Prayer in Praise of All Saints

How shining and splendid are your gifts, O Lord which you
give us for our eternal well-being Your glory shines radiantly
in your saints, O God In the honour and noble victory of the
martyrs. The white-robed company follow you, bright with
their abundant faith; They scorned the wicked words of those
with this world's power. For you they sustained fierce
beatings, chains, and torments, they were drained by cruel
punishments. They bore their holy witness to you who were
grounded deep within their hearts; they were sustained by
patience and constancy. Endowed with your everlasting
grace, may we rejoice forever with the martyrs in our bright
fatherland. O Christ, in your goodness, grant to us the
gracious heavenly realms of eternal life.

This section will focus on a differer
prayer or set of prayers every week.
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Saint of the Week: St Charles Borromeo

The name of St. Charles Borromeo is associated with reform. He lived during the
time of the Protestant Reformation, and had a hand in the reform of the whole
Church during the final years of the Council of Trent.
Although he belonged to Milanese nobility and was related to the powerful Medici
family, he desired to devote himself to the Church. When his uncle, Cardinal de
Medici, was elected pope in 1559 & Pius IV, he made Charles cardinaldeacon and
administrator of the Archdiocese of Milan while he was still a layman and a young
student. Because of his intellectual qualities he was entrusted with several important
offices connected with the Vatican and later appointed secretary of state with
responsibility for the papal states. The untimely death of his elder brother brought
Charles to a definite decision to be ordained a priest, despite relativesO insistence ths
he marry. Soon after he was ordained a priest at the age of 25, he was consecrated
* 8 bishop of Milan.
Because of his work at the Council of Trent, he was not allowed to take up residence in Milan until the Council was
over. Charles had encouraged the pope to renew the Council in 1562 after it had keen suspended for 10 years.
Working behind the scenes, St. Charles deserves the credit for keeping the Council in session when at several points it
was on the verge of breaking up. He took upon himself the task of the entire correspondence during the final phase.
Eventually Charles was allowed to devote his time to the Archdiocese of Milan, where the religious and moral picture
was far from bright. The reform needed in every phase of Catholic life among both clergy and laity was initiated at a
provincial co uncil of all the bishops under him. Specific regulations were drawn up for bishops and other clergy: If the
people were to be converted to a better life, he had to be the first to give a good example and renew their apostolic
spirit.
Charles took the initiative in giving good example. He allotted most of his income to charity, forbade himself all
luxury and imposed severe penances upon himself. He sacrificed wealth, high honors, esteem and influence to become
poor. During the plague and famine of 1576, he tried to feed 60,000 to 70,000 people daily. To do this he borrowed
large sums of money that required years to repay. Whereas the civil authorities fled at the height of the plague, he
stayed in the city, where he ministered to the sick and the dying, helping those in want.
Work and the heavy burdens of his high office began to affect his health. He died at the age of 46.

Comment:

St. Charles made his own the words of Christ: "...I was hungry and you gave me food, | was thirsty and you gave me
drink, a stranger and you welcomed me, naked and you clothed me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you

visited me" (Matthew 25:35-36). Charles saw Christ in his neighbor and knew that charity done for the least of his flock
was charity done for Christ.

Quote:

"Christ summons the Church, as she goes her pilgrim way, to that continual reformation of which she always has
need, insofar as she is an institution of men here on earth. Consequently, if, in various times and circumstances, there
have been deficienciesin moral conduct or in Church discipline, or even in the way that Church teaching has been
formulated —to be carefully distinguished from the deposit of faith itself —these should be set right at the opportune
moment and in the proper way" ( Decree on Ecumesin, 6, Austin Flannery translation).

Patron Saint of:

Catechists, CatechumensSeminarians

M
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Copyright © St. Anthony Messenger Press, 28 W. Liberty St.,Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. Taken fromSaint of the Dayn www.AmericanCatholic.org and used with
permission. All rights reserved. http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/SaintOfDay/default.aspx ’-}
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Celebrating All Saints cont...

journey. In the earlier history of the Church the commemorations of
martyrs and Saints occurred at different times and different places
consistent with local traditions. Over time as different locations began to
celebrate the same feasts for the same martyrs or saints and many cities o
parishes began to share in the festivities. Slowly the Church began to
recognize the need for a common celebration of martyrs and saints many
of whom died on the same day. So by the 4000s we begin to see the
recognition of multiple saints in one celebration. Then in 609 or 610 Pope
Boniface IV consecrated the Roman pantheon to the Blessed Virgin Mary
and all the martyrs. Later, Pope Gregory lll consecrated a chapel in the
Basilica of St Peters to all the Saints and fixed the commemoration for
November 1st but it was a local feast to Rome. Gregory IV in 835 finally
extended the feast to the entire Roman Catholic Church and it has been
that way ever since.

Most of us have a patron saint and if you are like me you may
occasionally forget to celebrate your particular saints feast day. It
happens in a busy world. But the beautiful thing is that November 1 st
servesas sort of a make up day. This Tuesday we can all come together at
Holy Mass and recognize all those who have gone before us in faith that
have achieved something incredible. These individuals have been able to
look upon our Father in heaven and praise him daily. These individuals
are very much active in the lives of men when they come to our aid by
pleading our case before God our Father. So let us celebrate the lives of
these Saints and remember that as a Church that believes in a communion
of saints we have much to learn from their example.

PastorOs Corner

The month of November is traditionally a month
dedicated to remembering the Dead. As
Catholics we believe in Heaven and in Hell. We
also believe in Purgatory. Popular traditions and
Catholic beliefs have got intertwined with the
celebration of Halloween on October 31st and All
Saints on November 1st and All Souls on
November 2nd. Many Churches have Masses
said and graves blessed during this month. | am not going to attempt to
give any biblical quotations to prove the point that Catholics have come
to remember the Dead in November. It is good to note that the Dead who
have reached Heaven are called 'saints' and all those who have not made
it to Heaven as yet, are called 'souls." Adam and Eve, Noah and his
family, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Moses, David, Solomon, Isiah,
Jeremiah and not even John the Baptist could have made it to Heaven.
The simple reason is that Jesus had to die first, go up to Heaven and open
the gates of Heaven for them to enter. Theywere all waiting for Christ to
open the gates of Heaven for them. In Catholic lingo that place of waiting
is known as Purgatory. Let us continue to pray and offer Masses for the
repose of all our dear ones that have departed. Remembering the dead
can also make us think about our own death and life after death. This can
bring about some salutary effect in our life -styles and behavior. All God's
blessings upon you this November! ~Fr Sebastian

CATHOLIC
tidbits

4.0

Jack OOLantern

The carving of Jack O’Lanterns
comes from an Irish folktale.
Jack, a sinner outwits the
Devil when the Devil comes to
take his soul by using the sign
of the cross. Ultimately, Jack
dies and goes to hel but the
Deuvil is still mad at him and
refuses him entry. He is sent
to heaven but St Peter also
denies him entry. Jack is
forced to wander for eternity
with only the light of a piece
of coal in a pumpkin.
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Sunday Readings

Reading 1 Malachi 1:14 - 2:2, 810
A great King am |, says the LORD of hosts,and my
name will be feared among the nations. And now, O
priests, this commandment is for you: If you do not
listen, if you do not lay it to heart, to give glory to my
name, says the LORD of hosts ] will send a curse upon
you and of your blessing | will make a curse. You have
turned aside from the way, and have caused many to
falter by your instruction; you have made void the
covenant of Levi, says the LORD of hosts. 1, therefore,
have made you contemptible and base before all the
people, since you do not keep my ways, but show
partiality in your decisions. Have we not all the one
father? Has not the one God created us? Why then do
we break faith with one another, violating the
covenant of our fathers?

Reading 2 1 Thessalonians 2:0, 13
We were gentle among you, as a nursing mother cares
for her children. With such affection for you, we were
determined to share with you not only the gospel of
God, but our very selves as well, so dearly beloved had
you become to us. You recall, brothers and sisters, our
toil and drudgery. Working night and day in order not
to burden any of you, we proclaimed to you the gospel
of God.

And for this reason we too give thanks to God
unceasingly, that, in receiving the word of God from
hearing us, you received not a human word but, as it
truly is, the word o f God, which is now at work in you
who believe.

Gospel Reading Matthew 23:112

Jesus spoke to the crowds and to his disciples, saying,
"The scribes and the Pharisees have taken their seat on
the chair of Moses. Therefore, do and observe all things
whatsoever they tell you, but do not follow their
example. For they preach but they do not practice.
They tie up heavy burdens hard to carry and lay them
on people's shoulders, but they will not lift a finger to
move them. All their works are performed to be seen.
They widen their phylacteries and lengthen their
tassels. They love places of honor at banquets, seats of
honor in synagogues, greetings in marketplaces, and
the salutation 'Rabbi.' As for you, do not be called
'Rabbi." You have but one teacher, and you are all
brothers. Call no one on earth your father; you have
but one Father in heaven.Do not be called 'Master’;
you have but one master, the Christ. The greatest
among you must be your servant. Whoever exalts
himself will be humbled; but whoever humbles himself
will be exalted.”

Questions to Consider:

1. What do you suppose Jesus meant when he told his
followers to do as they are told but not to follow the
examples of the authorities?

2. We all enjoy being recognized but when does it go
too far? When does it become sinful?

Catholic Q &A

Q: Where did the idea of Trick or Treating originate?

A: Many scholars agree that the tradition of trick or treating originated in Ireland among the Celts who put out food at the end of summer for evil
spirits. Another story says that it originates when the Irish would go from house to house around harvest time or end of summer and ask for a food
item in return for prayers for their families. Those who refused to give were given a curse instead. Whichever story is true we can thank the Irish
immigrants for this tradition, which eventually became common in the 19500s.




