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Living the Life of a Missionary 

This Sunday is World Mission 
Sunday and as such much of this 
newsletter is dedicated to 
missionaries.  I think we can all 
agree on what missionaries do.  
They go abroad to spread the 
word of God and stand beside 
those who are poor and 
downtrodden.  They live in a 
manner that promotes Christian 
unity.  How many of us have 
given a thought to what it means 
to be an everyday missionary?  
We understand what the Bible 
says of evangelization; infused 
wit h the love of God we go out 
and share that love with our 
neighbors.  This thought was with 
me when I came across a story 
that, in my opinion, epitomizes 
not only what it means to truly 
love but also how a missionary 
life is never far from home.  
Following the terrorist attacks of 
9/11 there were strong anti -
Muslim feelings in the country 
and in one case the feelings 
resulted in violent confrontation.  
A man working at a gas station in 
Dallas, Texas was horrified as a 
customer entered the station with 
a shotgun and demanded to know 
where he was from.  The man was 

too scared to give a good answer. 
The assailant shot the gas station 
attendant in the face.  Fortunately 
the man survived.  He would later 
learn that his assailant had already 
killed another man before he 
himself was attacked.  The 
assailant was arrested, tried and 
subsequently given the death 
penalty for his crimes.  
Interestingly enough, prior to his 
execution the victim contacted his 
assailant and forgave him.   In a 
phone conversation he said that he 
never hated him for his actions.  
He even went a step further in 
trying to prevent or delay the 
execution however he was not able 
to accomplish this last goal.  The 
act of forgiveness by the victim 
provided the condemned man 
peace before his execution and he 
was comforted that his victim was 
willing to stand with him to the 
end.  This is what it means to be an 
everyday missionary.  You step 
beyond yourself and your personal 
biases and show the love of God 
through your actions and stand 
with those who need support, 
love, comfort and peace.  After all, 
this is what our Savior did.  

Following is an abridged version of the Holy FatherÕs 
message for World Mission Sunday.  The entire message 
can be found on the VaticanÕs Website, www.vatican.va.   

Faith is strengthened when it is given to others! It is in 
commitment to the Church's universal mission that the 
new evangelization of Christian peoples will find 
inspiration and support” (John Paul II, Encyclical 
Redemptoris Missio, n. 2).  This objective is continually 

revived by the celebration of the Liturgy, especially of the 
Eucharist which always concludes by re-echoing the 
mandate the Risen Jesus gave to the Apostles: “Go...” (Mt 
28:19). The Liturgy is always a call Òfrom the worldÓ and a 
new missionary mandate Òin the worldÓ in order to 
witness to what has been experienced: the saving power 
of the word of God, the saving power of Christ’s Paschal 
Mystery. All those who have encountered the Risen Lord 
have felt the need to proclaim the news of it to others, É  
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Activities Corner: Gospel Crossword “The Greatest 
Commandment” 

Weekly Focus on Catholic Prayer 

This section will focus on a different 
prayer or set of prayers every week.  

Prayer for Missionaries 

O almighty God, Lord of the harvest of souls, we  ask You to 
guide and bless all who have gone forth to preach the gospel. 
Endow them with the gifts of generosity and concern. Send 
your Holy Spirit on them, that He may strengthen them in 
weakness, comfort them in trials and direct their efforts. May 
He open the hearts of their hearers to receive Your message. 
Let Your revelation enlighten all minds for the salvation of 
souls, and let Your love heal every heart and body for the 
happiness of each person. May all people consciously 
acknowledge You and serve You by living the teachings of 
Your Son. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

Across 
2. You shall love your _________ as yourself. 
3. Jesus said you should love the Lord, your God with all your heart, soul and ____.  
4. They asked Him, "Teacher, which ___________ in the law is the greatest?" 
Down  
1. The _________ gathered together and tested Jesus.  
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Saint of the Week: St Anthony Claret 

Copyright © St. Anthony Messenger Press, 28 W. Liberty St., Cincinnati, Ohio 45202. Taken from Saint of the Day on www.AmericanCatholic.org and used with 
permission. All rights reserved.  http://www.americancatholic.org/Features/SaintOfDay/default.aspx  

The "spiritual father of Cuba" was a missionary, religious founder, social reformer, queenÕs 
chaplain, writer and publisher, archbishop and refugee. He was a Spaniard whose work took 
him to the Canary Islands, Cuba, Madrid, Paris and to the First Vatican Council. 
In his spare time as weaver and designer in the textile mills of Barcelona, he learned Latin 
and printing: the future priest and publisher was preparing. Ordained at 28, he was 
prevented by ill health from entering religious life as a Carthusian or as a Jesuit, but went on 
to become one of SpainÕs most popular preachers. 
He spent 10 years giving popular missions and retreats, always placing great emphasis on the 
Eucharist and devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Her r osary, it was said, was never 
out of his hand. At 42, beginning with five young priests, he founded a religious institute of 
missionaries, known today as the Claretians. 
He was appointed to head the much-neglected archdiocese of Santiago in Cuba. He began its 
reform by almost ceaseless preaching and hearing of confessions, and suffered bitter 

opposition mainly for stamping out concubinage and giving instruction to black slaves. A hired assassin (whose 
release from prison Anthony had obtained) slashed open his face and wrist. Anthony succeeded in getting the would -
be assassin’s death sentence commuted to a prison term. His solution for the misery of Cubans was family-owned 
farms producing a  variety of foods for the families own needs and for the market. This invited the enmity of the 
vested interests who wanted everyone to work on a single cash crop—sugar. Besides all his religious writings are two 
books he wrote in Cuba: Reflections on Agriculture and Country Delights. 
He was recalled to Spain for a job he did not relish—being chaplain for the queen. He went on three conditions: He 
would reside away from the palace, he would come only to hear the queen’s confession and instruct the children and 
he would be exempt from court functions. In the revolution of 1868, he fled with the queen’s party to Paris, where he 
preached to the Spanish colony. 
All his life Anthony was interested in the Catholic press. He founded the Religious Publishing House, a major Catholic 
publishing ve nture in Spain, and wrote or published 200 books and pamphlets. 
At Vatican I, where he was a staunch defender of the doctrine of infallibility, he won the admiration of his fellow 
bishops. Cardinal Gibbons of Baltimore remarked of him, "There goes a true saint." At the age of 63, he died in exile 
near the border of Spain. 
 
 
Comment:  
 
Jesus foretold that those who are truly his representatives would suffer the same persecution as he did. Besides 14 
attempts on his life, Anthony had to undergo such a barrage of the ugliest slander that the very name Claret became a 
byword for humiliation and misfortune. The powers of evil do not easily give up their prey. No one needs to go 
looking for persecution. All we need to do is be sure we suffer because of our genuine faith in Christ, not f or our own 
whims and imprudence . 
 
Quote:  
 
Queen Isabella II once said to Anthony, "No one tells me things as clearly and frankly as you do." Later she told her 
chaplain, "Everybody is always asking me for favors, but you never do. Isn 't there something you would like for 
yourself?" He replied, "Yes, that you let me resign." The queen made no more offers. 
 
Patron Saint of:  
 
Savings 
Weavers 
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  Mission Sunday Message contÉ  

Catholic 
tidbits 

Columban Fathers 
The Columban Fathers, or the 

Missionary Society of St 
Columban, is a religious order 

founded in 1918 by Fr. 
Edward Galvin to spread the 

message of Jesus Christ 
throughout the world.  There 

are approximately 700 
members in the Society both 
religious and lay  and they 
work in about 12 countries 
primarily in Asia and South 

America.  

Maryknoll  
Bishops of the United States 

founded the Maryknoll society 
in 1911 as the Catholic Foreign 

Mission Society of America 
with the intent of supporting 

missions worldwide.  The role 
of the organization is to 
support the poor and 

marginalized in areas of 
education, healthcare and 

economically.  The 
organization currently works in 

over six countries in the 
Americas and Asia. 

as did the two disciples of Emmaus. After recognizing the Lord in the 
breaking of the bread, Òthey rose that same hour and returned to 
Jerusalem; and they found the Eleven gathered together” and reported 
what had happened to them on the road (Lk 24:33-34). 

Pope John Paul II urged the faithful to be Òwatchful, ready to recognize 
his face and run to our brothers and sisters with the Good News: ÔWe 
have seen the Lord!’” (Apostolic Letter Novo Millennio Ineunte n. 59). 

The proclamation of the Gospel is intended for all peoples. The Church is 
Òby her very nature missionary since, according to the plan of the Father, 
she has her origin in the mission of the Son and the Holy Spirit” (Decree 
on the ChurchÕs Missionary Activity Ad Gentes, n. 2). 

This is Òthe grace and vocation proper to the Church, her deepest identity. 
She exists in order to evangelize” (Paul VI, Apostolic Exhortation 
Evangelii Nuntiandi, n. 14). Consequently she can never be closed in on 
herself. She is rooted in specific places in order to go beyond them. Her 
action, in adherence to Christ's word and under the influence of his grace 
and his charity, is fully and currently present to all people and all 
peoples, to lead them to faith in Christ, (cf. Ad Gentes, n. 5). 

This task has lost none of its urgency. Indeed ÒThe mission of Christ the 
Redeemer, which is entrusted to the Church, is still very far from 
completion... an overall view of the human race shows that this mission is 
still only beginning and that we must commit ourselves wholeheartedly 
to its service” (John Paul II, Encyclical Redemptoris Missio, n. 1). We cannot 
reconcile ourselves to the thought that after 2,000 years there are still 
people who do not know Christ and have never heard his Message of 
salvation. 

May World Mission Day revive in each one the desire to go and the joy of 
Ògoing” to meet humanity, bringing Christ to all.  In his name I impart the 
Apostolic Blessing to you and, in particular, to those who make the 
greatest efforts and suffer most for the Gospel. 

Many of the pains and sorrows that we endure, 
are caused by the many wrong perceptions that 
we develop. Our perceptions about our abilities, 
the intentions of our friends and our enemies 
influence the decisions that we make. Many 
times, we create pain, where there is none. 
Sometimes we allow ourselves to be misled into 
beliefs and actions that even the best of our own 

convictions will prompt us from pursuing. In this context, what Jesus 
teaches us will act to keep us on the right track. Do everything with love 
for God and for our neighb or.  When we keep this supreme law as the 
guiding principle of our thoughts and actions, we can really diminish or 
even get rid of much of our pains, sorrows and disappointments in life. 
God grant us peace and joy.  ~Fr Sebastian 

Pastor’s Corner 
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Sunday Readings 

Catholic Q &A 

 

Reading 1                           Exodus 22:20-26  

"You shall not molest or oppress an alien, for you were 
once aliens yourselves in the land of Egypt.  You shall 
not wrong any widow or orphan.  If ever you wrong 
them and they cry out to me, I will surely hear their 
cry.  My wrath will flare up, and I will kill you with 
the sword; then your own wives will be widows,  and 
your children orphans. 
 
"If you lend money to one of your poor neighbors 
among my people, you shall not act like an extortioner 
toward him  by demanding interest from him.  If you 
take your neighbor's cloak as a pledge, you shall return 
it to him before sunset; for this cloak of his is the only 
covering he has for his body.  What else has he to sleep 
in?  If he cries out to me, I will hear him; for I am 
compassionate." * 

Reading 2                                        1 Thessalonians 1:5-10 

You know what sort of people we were among you for 
your sake.  And you became imitators of us and of the 
Lord,  receiving the word in great affliction, with joy 
from the Holy Spirit,  so that you became a model for 
all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.  For from 
you the word of the Lord has sounded forth  not only 
in Macedonia and in Achaia, but in every place your 
faith in God has gone forth,  so that we have no need to 
say anything.  For they themselves openly declare 
about us what sort of reception we had among you,  
and how you turned to God from idols  to serve the 
living and true God  and to await his Son from heaven, 
whom he raised from the dead, Jesus, who delivers us 
from the coming wrath.  * 

Gospel Reading                                        Matthew 22:34-40 

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the 
Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of them, a 
scholar of the law tested him by asking, "Teacher, 
which commandment in the law is the greatest?"  
He said to him, "You shall love the Lord, your God,  
with all your heart, with all your soul,  and with all your 
mind.   This is the greatest and the first commandment. 
The second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.  The whole law and the prophets depend on 
these two commandments." * 

*The New American Bible. Revised New Testament. Iowa Falls: World Bible Publishers, 1986. 

Q:  What is evangelization? 

A:  The basic definition of the word evangelize is to spread the Good News of Jesus Christ.  Within the Catholic Church the ways in which we 
evangelize include Catechesis and Stewardship.  Catechesis is of course teaching others about the Church and the ChurchÕs beliefs.  Stewardship is 
rooted in the personal relationship with Christ and through the sharing of gifts and blessings for the benefit of the Kingdom.  

Questions to Consider: 

1. The love for God that Jesus talks about in today’s 
Gospel is all encompassing.  You are to love God with 
all your heart, your soul and mind.  How many times 
do we find that we love God but not as thoroughly as 
Christ would remind us to?  How do strike a balance 
so that we do love God in all three areas? 

2.  As an everyday missionary, how can we show 
others to love God so completely? 


